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Fragment (24) discusses the role of cestita [cesta)
(gesticulation as a means of communication of ideas).
Parasara points out that if a cesta (gesture) is confined
to imparting instruction or conveying an idea to one person
by another person, it may be treated as sabda (verbal
in character). Even in cases where there is no such
restriction of gesticulation, it can still convey an idea
with the help of glances. As such it need not be taken
as a separate means of knowledge. Vedanta Desika opines
that cesta can be traced to anumana itself.138

The role of Pratibha (revelation) is also discussed
by Parasara. Some argue that it can be accepted as a
separate means of knowledge since it can cognise things
without any reference to external objects. This pratibba
arises in some special persons through a remarkable
degree of concentration and it can reveal things of past,
present and future. In reply Parasara states that though
all this is true it is still difficult for us to identify the
different periods of time {kalabheda} which become the
objects of such a revelation. The actual phala (result
or utility) of pratibha will come into picture only when
its validity is ascertained. But since the sense of validity
arises from other means, critics {panksakah} normally
do not consider pratibha as a separate pramana. Moreover
this pratibha leads to realisalion of truth only in the
case of highly pious persons. Patanjai139 uses the word
Pratibha only with reference to such an extra-ordinary
yogic vision. So it does not pertain to the normal realm
of validity.

The next fragment (25) speaks of the sense-organs
as six in number including mind (manas} which is the
inner organ.

Fragment 26 names the sense-organs which are the
seats or the substrate of qualities. These are: ears, body